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protested. As one means of carrying it on Fox proposed (May, 1806) to send his brother, General Fox (then Governor of Gibraltar), as Minister-Plenipotentiary and Generalissimo to the Mediterranean, in order to form a large force in Sicily, virtually to watch for an opportunity for carrying out under far less favourable conditions a scheme analogous to that which Sir Charles Stuart had proposed in 1798. It was essential that General Fox should have the most trustworthy and experienced military adviser who could be found, and, though throughout the war Moore had been politically a supporter of Pitt and opposed to Fox, the latter, both for his brothers sake and on national grounds, selected Moore to fill the difficult position, both because of his general military reputation, and because Moore had already become the established military adviser of the former Government and was known to the General. The idea that some such force in the Mediterranean was required had been entertained by Mr. Pitt's Government, and early in 1805 Sir James Craig had been despatched with a flotilla to the Mediterranean to co-operate with a Russian force in endeavouring to save the kingdom of Naples from Napoleon, who was threatening it in order to make his position in Italy more secure, prior to his transferring his great army from the Boulogne camp for that campaign against Austria and Russia, which was subsequently signalised by the surrender of the chief Austrian army at TJlm, and by the crushing defeat of the Eussian and Austrian armies at Austerlitz. When Sir James Craig was despatched to the Mediterranean, Pitt's hopes were high as to the coming success against Napoleon of the Russian and Austrian alliance, which he had fomented. Unfortn-alwaysru.ry, p. 271. VOL. II                                                                                   H
